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The atiractive profile of the EEL Sporier... fhe model on fest was a

marvellous to shoot. I put 250
shells through it, and with the
barrels being set low in the

action, it was so smooth. In

fact the recoil was so minimal
that I wondered if it had been
fitted with a sorbothane pad,
when on checking I found that

- it was a standard Beretta pad,

nicely leather covered.

Once using a Beretta again I
soon rediscovered how those
heavier barrels can be an
advantage, particularly on trap
type targets. I shot a steeply
quartering 40 yard teal with it
and blew it to pieces time after
time - the gun did all of the
work.

The trigger pulls were
excellent, and you would not

find better on any gun of that

The only aspect I didn’t like

1” multi-choke.

was the
wide blade type
trigger which curves back.

It didn’t suit me and I found
myself pressing it with the

pad of my index finger,

instead of the first joint.
Perhaps the manufacturers
should supply a spare standard
trigger so the customer can
have a choice?

The styling of the stock and
fore-end were superb. Beretta
have over the last couple of
years or so finally
acknowledged that Western
Europeans are built differently
to Italians. We are not by
nature squat and beety!
Consequently stocks are now
slimmer and grips designed
with British and American
shooters in mind.

When I was testing the gun
at Kibworth Shooting Ground,
a good friend, John Ainsworth,
was practising some tower
birds before going to a
pheasant shoot in Yorkshire
the following day. A loyal side-
by-side man, I persuaded him

o try the 687EELL on the long

ower crosses that he was

ailing to hit with his own gun.

witching to the Beretta he
ound them almost straight
away - he was very impressed
and I'll bet it gave him
something to think about on
his journey north!

The barrels on this model
were 31", a length which is
currently quite fashionable. I
shot well with it, but remain a
believer in 30” and suspect
that most of Beretta’s sales wil
be 28" or 30" - with the all-
round shot in mind, 28" could
be a popular seller as an ideal
gun for either sporting clays or
game shooting.

The Beretta 687EELL comes

- with five chokes and a lined
case. Priced at £3,450, yet it
looks much more expensive
than some models three times
its price. I have to give it full
marks (but at the same time
ask Beretta to drop an extra
trigger in the box!). B
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